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Many of the pike 
lakes in the area and 
the bass spots along 
the coast were half 
an hour’s drive from 
the house.

County Clare 
is a county 
in the Irish 
province of 

Munster. It lies on the west 
coast of Ireland, north-west 
of the River Shannon and 
it borders Lough Derg and 
Galway Bay. County Clare 
has an area of 3147 square 
kilometres, and a population 
of 117,196 (about a decade 
ago). Its capital is the town of 
Ennis. County Clare contains 
the Burren nature reserve, a 
unique landscape of limes-
tone hills and fields, and it 
is considered the centre of 
traditional Irish music. One 

example is the Willie Clancy 
Festival in Milltown Malbay.

On the western edge of the 
county, on the border with 
the Atlantic Ocean are the 
Cliffs of Moher (Cliffs of 
Moher). Other attractions in-
clude Quin Abbey, a ruined 
Franciscan abbey from the 
14th century, ten kilometres 
east of Ennis, plus Loop 
Head, a peninsula between 
the Shannon and the Atlan-
tic Ocean.

The Burren is a unique karst 
landscape in the north-west 
of County Clare. The limes-
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Ballycullinan Lough is one of many lakes in County Clare that is ideal for belly boat fishing.
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The famous Cliffs of Moher, one of the many 
tourist attractions in this area and a natural 
monument of Ireland.
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tone area covers about 300 
square kilometres. It is bor-
dered on the north side by 
Galway Bay, on the west 
by the Cliffs of Moher. Re-
markably, the rocky lands-
cape is very fertile and is 
home to many plants from 
different biotopes, as well as 
many different animals. 

Beneath the area are thou-
sands of caves, of which the 
Aillwee Cave is the most 
famous. Part of the Burren 
is protected by The Bur-
ren National Park. The Bur-
ren is rich in archaeological 
monuments. In particular, 
the Poulnabrone Dolmen at-
tracts many visitors every 

year. This Neolithic burial 
monument was excavated in 
the 1980s. In the process, it 
was shown that the monu-
ment served as a tomb for at 
least 33 people. 

Base of operations

We had chosen a cottage in 
Kilfenora as a base for our 
fishing trips in County Clare 
and this proved to be a smart 
move. Many of the pike lakes 
in the area and the bass spots 
along the coast were half an 
hour’s drive from the house. 
When we were not provi-
ding our own dinner, there 
was also an excellent eate-
ry available a short distance 

away in the village in the 
form of Vaughan’s Pub.

On the first day, Shane 
O’Reilly (from Inland Fi-
sheries Ireland), Mario Sanz 
and myself belly boat fi-
shed for pike on Ballyculli-
nan Lough. In the process, 
I only managed to catch a 
small pike from a fairly great 
depth. The water had a tem-
perature of over nineteen 
degrees, clearly too warm 
for pike. We also checked 
out Lough Burke and Lough 
Caum, which are certain-
ly also interesting to fish by 
belly boat. In the evening, 
we tried for bass at Fanore 
Beach, but there was too 

much swell for good fly-fi-
shing. 

Lough Inchiquin

On the second day, Mario 
and I fished with fishing 
guide Damien Culliney on 
Lough Inchiquin near Coro-
fin. Damien has a magnifi-
cent Dutch-made Marcraft 
predatory fishing boat. After 
a career as a chef, he now 
works full-time as a guide; 
working in the kitchen took 
up too many fishing days 
for him.... Damien is very 
experienced with lure fi-
shing, regularly featuring in 
the top ten at major preda-
tory fishing competitions in 

Ireland, but he enjoys fly fi-
shing for trout and pike just 
as much. He also managed to 
serve us an excellent lunch 
along the waterfront.

Lough Inchiquin looks per-
fect for fly fishing, with a 
very uneven bottom, lots of 
aquatic plants and baitfish, 
only now the water was too 
warm here too, over eighteen 
degrees in temperature. At a 
spot where a small river en-
ters the lake, Mario and I both 
missed some takes, then on 
four casts I had a follower 
four times... Damien did his 
best to get us into the fish, he 
knows this water very well, 
knows how to drift his boat 

the right way, but the pike 
were just not active enough 
with those high water tem-
peratures. August, partly due 
to the climate changes that 
also affect Ireland, is clearly 
the least month for pike fi-
shing on the green island.

There is ample parking space 
available at the slipway, from 
there you can also explore the 
water by belly boat. Apart 
from pike, perch, tench and 
whitefish, Lough Inchiquin 
also contains a good stock of 
brown trout. On several oc-
casions in the evening, we 
saw beautiful trout rising to 
insects in the water’s sur-
face, however, we did not 
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A former cook, Damien managed to serve us a fine and nutritious lunch.
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Damien Culliney has also enthusiastically 
taken up fly fishing himself.
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fly fish for them.

Estuary

A day later, we fished the 
rocks near and the mouth of 
the Inagh River near Lahinch. 
From the rocks, Markus 
Müller (IFI), who had also 
joined us, had a take after 
only five minutes, but that 
bass performed a long line 
release. Shortly afterwar-
ds, he caught a school bass 
there. Then in the estuary, 
when the water had subsided 
sufficiently, Markus ma-
naged to land a nice sea bass 
about 55 centimetres in len-
gth, plus another small one. 
Shane caught two small sea 

bass and a sea trout, Mario 
remained without a bite, I 
had two seabass of up to 45 
centimetres in length. 

The swell and waves that we 
came across in the mouth 
of the Inagh River certain-
ly did not make fly fishing 
easy. Instead of traditional 
line baskets, it is better to 
use Ahrex’s Flexi Stripper 
or a similar model in those 
conditions. Due to the waves, 
Shane, Mario and yours 
truly’s line baskets kept get-
ting full of water, while the 
water just slid over Markus’ 
Flexi Stripper. 

After dinner, we drove to the 

Lurga Point near Quilty, but 
here only Shane caught two 
more pollack up to a pound 
or two in weight on the fly. 
We then went back at the 
mouth of the Inagh River af-
ter dark, but this yielded no 
more seabass.

Flats

The following day, we fi-
shed two stretches near Bal-
lyvaughan. At the first was a 
large shallow area that was 
easily navigable and from 
where I could easily reach 
the deeper water with my 
casts. The size of the ‘flats’ 
and the clear water made me 
briefly imagine myself in a 

tropical destination. Further 
on, the current was very 
strong, catches here were li-
mited to some small pollack 
for us. At the second site of 
the day, I managed to land 
a sea bass of 35 to 40 cm in 
length, a second one, I saw, 
was chased by a cormorant 
into the shallows. This spot 
was also difficult to fish with 
the fly rod due to the swell 
and waves, the shoreline area 
sometimes became comple-
tely muddy due to the waves 
pounding on the shore. 

We started a day later on 
Lough Dromore, on the 
smaller of the two lakes we 

fished for pike with the bel-
ly boat and streamers. Here, 
too, the water turned out to 
be still 19 degrees warm, 
but fortunately I managed to 
hook a nice pike of between 
70 and 80 cm; the mo-
ment the fish decided to do 
some aerial acrobatics, this 
pike unfortunately already 
got off again. Markus and 
Mario probably had some 
perch strikes on their pike 
streamers here. 

We then checked out a stretch 
on the south side of Lahinch 
Bay, but here the high swell 
made it too dangerous to 
fish. In the afternoon, we 

went again to the mouth of 
the River Inagh, this time to 
fish it at high tide and eb-
bing water. Despite the wa-
ter looking perfect, we got 
no further than one seabass 
for Markus plus some mini 
sea trout.... From the south 
bank, with the wind force 5 
coming from the south-west, 
this site was still reasonable 
to fish.

Ennis

We started the last day’s fi-
shing of our trip at Fishing 
Tackle Ireland’s angling 
shop in Ennis, as well as 
a huge collection of lures, 
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Off the mouth of the Inagh River, sea bass gather at a rising tide, waiting to move further up the river.
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After long hours spent in the water, a nice sea 
bass finally rewarded Markus Müller.
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Lough Dromore can be reached by belly boat via a small stream.

Markus fights a sizeable seabass at high tide at the mouth of the Inagh River.

They also watched 
some lure fishermen 
in the mouth of the 
Inagh River land three 
seabass weighing 
from seven to as much 
as fourteen pounds...

there is certainly plenty on 
offer here for the fly fisher-
man and fly tier too. At the 
start of rising tide we stood 
once more at the mouth of 
the River Inagh, here we 
managed to land two bass 
and some tentative bites 
were missed. We spent the 
last three hours of daylight 
by belly boat on Lough In-
chiquin. We managed to get 
some pike takes again, but 
could not land any, unfor-
tunately. The algae were 
already becoming a problem 
in the shallow parts of this 
water. 

On Saturday, I visited the 
Cliffs of Moher before dri-

ving on to Ballinamore, 
Country Leitrim, to report 
on two coarse fishing tour-
naments in that area. 

Markus was back in County 
Clare with his Chrissie for a 
few days in early September, 
they managed to land seabass 
every day, mostly school bass, 
but Chrissie had a nice one 
from the rocks at the mouth 
of the Inagh River. They also 
watched some lure fisher-
men in the mouth of the Ina-
gh River land three seabass 
weighing from seven to as 
much as fourteen pounds... 
Seabass of that size had not 
been seen by Markus before 
in Ireland, and he does have 

a lot of experience in that 
area!

Cliffs of Moher

The Cliffs of Moher are 
among the highest cliff coasts 
in Europe. Made of limestone, 
the cliffs stretch for eight ki-
lometres on Ireland’s west 
coast, between the villages of 
Doolin and Liscannor. The 
cliffs rise 120 metres from 
the Atlantic Ocean at Hag’s 
Head. The highest point is 
214 metres. Halfway up is 
O’Brien’s Tower, a round 
stone watchtower built in 

1835 by Cornelius O’Brien. 
He did so for the benefit of 
the many tourists that visited 
the cliffs even then. Today, 
the cliffs are among the most 
visited sites in Ireland. From 
O’Brien’s Tower, the Aran 
Islands in Galway Bay and 
the Twelve Bens in County 
Galway can be clearly seen in 
clear weather. The cliffs are a 
good example of erosion by 
the sea. You can count the 
sedimentary layers and thou-
sands of years of geology lie 
there like an open book. 

Tip: park your car at Gue-

rin’s Path (www.guerinspa-
th.com), it is less crowded 
here than at the official car 
park and you can get to the 
cliffs within a few minutes. 
Parking at Guerin’s Path 
costs you five euros, the car 
park is indicated on Google 
Earth. 

Pike fishing around Corofin

Corofin is located in County 
Clare on the upper reaches 
of the Fergus, eleven kilo-
metres from Ennis and about 
27 km from Shannon Airpo-
rt. The lakes below are also 

TRAVEL IRELAND TRAVELIRELAND



106 107SPORTFISHING ADVENTURES | Q3 2022 SPORTFISHING ADVENTURES | Q3 2022

Sun, sea and waves at the 
mouth of the Inagh River.
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The swell poses fewer problems for the lure fisherman than for the fly fisherman.

In Ennis there is a fine angling shop, where you can also replenish things as a fly fisherman.

recommended for pike fi-
shing:

The 50 hectare Atedaun Lake 
lies on the outskirts of the 
village of Corofin. It is a re-
latively shallow lake with a 
depth of less than two metres. 
Nevertheless, it is a rich and 
productive water, especially 
for pike and rudd. It is al-
most impossible to fish the 
lake from the shore and bel-
ly boats are little used in Ire-
land

The 60 hectare Ballyalla Lake 
is located outside the town 
of Ennis. The River Fergus 
flows through the lake. It is 
mainly a pike fishing water, 
but there is also a reasonable 

stock of tench, rudd, perch, 
trout and salmon in season.
Ballyteigue Lake is a 40-hec-
tare limestone lake located 
a few kilometres from the 
village of Ruan and six ki-
lometres from the village of 
Corofin. It is mainly a pike 
fishing water and a (belly) 
boat is essential to fish this 
water. 

The Dromore Lakes are about 
ten kilometres from Ennis 
and Corofin. The system in-
cludes Black Lake and Bal-
lyline Lake. The River Fer-
gus flows through Ballyline 
and passes Black Lake and 
Dromore. There are about 
400 hectares of water in the 
system. This is a rich and 

productive limestone water 
and produces good quality 
fish. It is an ideal lake for 
the pike fisher.

Inchcronin Lake: This large 
limestone lake is located in 
central Clare next to the vil-
lage of Crusheen, close to 
Ennis. It is a long and nar-
row lake and is best known 
as a pike fishing lake, but 
there is also a decent stock 
of rudd and perch. A (belly) 
boat is necessary to fish for 
pike.

Lough Cullaun, a 60-hectare 
lake, is located four kilo-
metres from Corofin on Tub-
ber Road. Primarily a pike 
fishing water, it is a rich and 

productive limestone wa-
ter and produces fish of fine 
quality. The clarity of the 
water is excellent because it 
comes from the Burren area.
Tullymacken Lake is a large 
lake with a limestone bot-
tom. It contains tench, rudd 
and perch, but is best known 
as a pike water.

East Clare Lakelands

The villages of Tulla, 
Broadford and Feakle are 
surrounded by some 30 to 
40 lakes collectively called 

the East Clare Lakelands. 
They are grouped between 
the rivers and lakes of the 
Fergus system to the west 
and Lough Derg to the east. 
Some examples of lakes that 
may be worth fishing here:
Clondorney Lake is 40 hec-
tares in size and lies two ki-
lometres north of the village 
of Tulla. The road runs right 
past the lake and you can li-
terally fish almost from your 
car
Clonlea Lake is a beauti-
ful lake with reed beds. It 
has all the usual fish species 

like bream, roach, hybrids, 
tench, rudd and pike.
Cullaunaheeda Lake, a 
200-hectare lake, is one of 
the few lakes that has trout 
as well as all types of white-
fish and pike. It is located 
seven kilometres south of 
Tulla and two kilometres 
north of Kilkishen. Fishing 
on this lake requires a (bel-
ly) boat. For the pike fisher, 
this limestone lake is well 
worth a visit. It can yield up 
to 20-pound pike.
Doon Lake is a well-known 
pike water and it has pro-
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A lovely sea bass finally surrenders at 
the mouth of the Inagh River.
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Due to tidal variations, large sections along the coast fall dry.

At Ballyvaughan, we faced strong winds and currents.

duced some nice pike in re-
cent years. The lake is di-
vided into two parts and is 
joined in the middle by a 
smaller lake. For best results, 
a (belly) boat is necessary.
The Fin & Rosroe Lakes 
comprise a large lake north 
of Newmarket on Fergus. It 
is best known for pike fishing 
and although access is usual-
ly difficult, it is possible to 
reach the northern end of Fin 
Lake.

The well-developed 28.3-hec-
tare Kilgory Lake is ten to 
twenty metres deep at a cas-
ting distance of twenty to thir-
ty metres. The fishing lake is 
located five kilometres from 

Tulla and is considered one 
of the most important lakes 
in the area. The main fish 
species are roach, tench, 
hybrids and bream. Pike fi-
shing, among others, is pos-
sible from the fishing jetties.
Lough Bridget is a 90-hec-
tare fishing area for coarse 
fish and pike, located five 
kilometres from Tulla on the 
road to Scariff. It has a good 
stock of pike and is often fi-
shed by visiting and local 
anglers. 

Lough Graney has a large 
water area of about 100 hec-
tares, it is five kilometres 
long and half a kilometre 
wide. It lies in the northern 

part of East Clare, five kilo-
metres north of the village 
of Feakle. It is a beautiful, 
picturesque lake with seve-
ral islands and it is surroun-
ded by hills on both sides. 
The village of Cahir is on 
the southern shore and Flag-
mount is halfway down the 
eastern shore. This is an ideal 
lake for the pike angler, with 
a good stock of larger pike, 
for best results a (belly) boat 
is essential.

The 50-hectare Roslara Lake 
is located about seven kilo-
metres from the village of 
Tulla, near the road between 
Tulla and Feakle. The lake is 
well marked and it is a po-

pular pike water.

Coastal

The coastal area controlled 
by the Shannon Regional Fi-
sheries Board extends from 
Hags Head on the coast of 
County Clare, encompassing 
the entire Shannon estuary to 
Limerick on the north side 
of the river, and Kerry Head 
on the south side of the river. 
The region’s scenic and rug-
ged coastline offers excep-
tional opportunities for shore 
fishing. There are at least 40 
places to fish for various spe-
cies of wrasse, mackerel, pol-
lack and so on. The current 
Irish record bass of 17 lbs 13 

ozs (over sixteen pounds) was 
caught on the 21st of October 
2000 from Doughmore beach 
near Doonbeg in County 
Clare. There are many piers 
along the coastline and miles 
of sandy beach to tempt you 
to try your luck. Good signage 
to popular fishing spots will 
certainly help you find them. 
Some spots in County Clare 
that may be worth trying for 
bass fishing that have not 
yet been mentioned: Cregg, 
Doolin, Kilkee (Pier), Lough 
Donnell, New Quay, Rynn 
Point, Trawee, Seafield, Spa-
nish Point and White Strand. 
More information available  
on fishinginireland.info
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TRIP CONTACT
Anglers Paradise Ireland 

Damien Culliney
cullineydamo@gmail.com 

anglersparadise.ie 
Fishing guide for pike and 

trout fishing on a wide range 
of waters, Damien has ac-
cess to a spacious predatory 

fishing boat.

Nell & Pat Aherne 
Adress: Inishlosky, O’Briens 

Bridge, Clare, Ireland 
Fishing guide for coarse fish, 
salmon and trout fishing on 
all kinds of waters, also boat 

rental.

fisHerman 
 Herman Molenaar

herman@fisherman.nlfisher-
man.nl 

Pike fishing guide, also boat 
rental and equipment sales.

Fishermen’s Paradise 
pgiblin@eircom.net 

fishermens-paradise.com 
Fishing guide for pike and 
trout fishing on all kinds of 

waters, also boat rental.

Boat rental on Inchiquinn 
Lake

mcleary.ennis@eircom.net 
www.lakefieldlodgebandb.

com

Inland Fisheries Ireland
fishinginireland.info
www.ireland.com
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